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Newsletter for October 2017 
Diary: 

 3rd October - Mini Workshop - Wilga Bolton - Chenille 

 10th October - Art Quilts mentoring 

 7
th

 November – Mini Workshop – Elizabeth Buzzell? 

 14
th

 November – Art Quilts final display 

 Other Diary Dates of Interest: 

 5th October - Brisbane Quilt Show 

 4th November - Zone Day at Alstonville 

Birthdays: 

Janet Hall 13th, Beth Keen 15th and Linda Hollis 30th. 

Morning Tea Roster: 

3rd Marie Young and Denise Moss 

10th Mary Williams and Penne Carr 

17th Liz Imrie and Sheryl Reed 

24th Kay Robbins and Lorraine Kelly 

31st Sharon Davis 

President’s Message: 

I am writing my message this month from cold and rainy Tasmania, I am informed that this is an unusually 

cold and wet spring here in the "South Island"  so while you have been enduring temperatures of 30 deg + 

we have not seen a day over 14 deg since we arrived and we have had only about 4 or 5 days without rain 

and wind. Needless to say, while we have enjoyed our stay here we will be really happy to be making our 

way back across Bass Straight before too long.  

Brisbane quilt show is on this week, I hope that those of you who are planning the trip will have a great time 

and we'll look forward to hearing all about it. 

In the past we have made a decision on the design for our raffle quilt during October so I am hoping that you 

might all be discussing some options during the next few weeks, maybe bringing in some ideas for everyone 

to consider. 

Zone day this year will be 4th November at Alstonville.  Tickets will be $10, morning tea will be provided, 

although special dietary requirements will not be catered for, bring your own lunch and mug and show and 

tell, no charity quilt is required. Proceeds from the day will go to North Coast Lads, (a programme to 

educate young drivers in road safety). I believe Bev has organised a bus more details on the cost of that will 

be forthcoming soon. 

 



Our Christmas party is fast approaching so don't forget the Christmas Challenge, if you have forgotten about 

it I'm sure there will still be some sheets in the white folder. 

I am hoping to be back home and joining you again within a couple of weeks, I have really missed our 

weekly get-togethers, in the meantime, happy stitching and find a great design for our next raffle quilt. 

Cheers Linda 

 

Bits and Bobs: 
 Mary, Colleen and Elizabeth have enjoyed a few days at the Dorrigo Retreat learning from some 

great tutors. We will have something to share soon. 

 Christmas Challenge! Christmas Challenge! Have a go and join in the fun. 

 Think about Zone Day – have you something for Show and Tell? 

 If you have any pictures of the Quilty kind we would like to put them up on the blog. Just email 

pictures to rebuzzell@bigpond.com 

 

An article about pins: 

Of all the quilting supplies, straight pins are probably the ones we take most for granted. If you’re like me, 

you might still have some from your grandmother’s or mother’s sewing kit. When you replenish, you most 

likely head to the quilting notions aisle at the fabric store and choose ones with colorful plastic heads. 

Pins are important quilting tools! But, like sewing needles, pins come in a range of sizes and quality that can 

affect your fabric and quilting. 

Expert quilter Amy Ellis shares some of her tips on choosing and using straight pins.  

Amy’s Pin Tips: 

1. Choose fine, or extra-fine pins. These will glide easily through your fabric without leaving holes, says 

Amy. They usually have glass (not plastic) heads. 

2. Weed out bent or worn pins. Like anything else, pins have a lifespan, and if they don’t slide through 

your fabric easily, they are slowing you down-and may damage the fabric, too. Rusty ones too. 

3. Remove pins as you stitch. Sewing over pins can break your needle, bend your pin, and throw off your 

stitch line. 

4. Pin seam allowances. Hold fabric together by sliding fine pins into the seam allowance. This will 

stabilize the fabric pieces for more accurate stitching. 

5. Use walnut shells to fill pincushions. The texture helps keep pins sharp and the weight keeps your 

cushion from sliding away as you insert pins. You can find walnut shells at sewing shops. 

A few of our members have a thing about pins and buy interesting ones from around the world. Guess who? 

From Elizabeth, Colleen  

and Penne 

 

 

 

 

 

 
              

 

http://www.quiltingdaily.com/free-art-quilting-supplies-guide

